Summary of Teaching Evaluations Pat Pannuto ppannuto@berkeley.edu

In the winter semester of 2016, I launched a new course built from scratch: Computing for Computer
Scientists. This course attempts to address the experience gap that exists across the spectrum of
incoming Computer Science students. While driven by tools (shells, build systems, debuggers,
version control), it explores how and why computer scientists interface with computers differently in
their day-to-day activities, how to apply principles learned in courses to everyday activities, and
ultimately how to be a more efficient user of computing resources.

This course has been adopted as part of the permanent curriculum at the University of Michigan
as EECS 201: Computer Science Pragmatics, an advised co-requisite for first-year EECS majors.
For more information on the course, please visit the course homepage: https://c4cs.github.io

In 2017, I was awarded the Rackham Graduate School Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor
and the College of Engineering Richard & Eleanor Towner Prize for Outstanding Graduate Student
Instructors for this course.

I taught this course (then EECS 398) for two semesters, Winter 2016 and Fall 2016. Due to an initial
enrollment+waitlist of over 400 students, the inaugural Winter 2016 offering grew to three sections
(003, 004, and 005) when Professor Marcus Darden agreed to teach an additional lecture section
using my materials. In Fall 2016, Marcus and I co-taught two sections of the course (002 and 003),
alternating lectures, as a transition to hand the course off the Marcus permanently.

Salient Evaluation Questions (scored out of 5)
003 004 005

W16 Overall, this was an excellent course 415 438 450

W16 Overall, the instructor was an excellent teacher 480 479 481

W16 Ilearned a great deal from this course 408 441 453
002 003

F16  Overall, this was an excellent course 421 436

F16  Overall, the instructor was an excellent teacher 477 4.88

F16  Ilearned a great deal from this course 425 433

Selected Quotes

e A good course! The lecturers were very engaging and friendly, which may not seem important, but
really really is. A lot of times, computational skills like this have a high learning curve, but asking
for help can be stigmatized. Simply put, it’s hard to be a newcomer to CS. I think the lecturers did a
really good job of erasing some of the barriers of learning new skills. — Student 5, W16::005

e Pat is super passionate about the material and really wants to help people learn. He made things that
weren’t really naturally interesting interesting. [...] — Student 60, W16::005

e This course is invaluable for students who want to be in EECS but don’t have the background that
independent programmers come in with. Classes like this are what enable students who feel behind
to enter classes at the same level as others with more experience. I really appreciate everyone who
set up this course — Student 2, F16::003

The remainder of this document is the unabridged evaluations.


Patrick Pannuto
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